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Seeking to provide educa-
tion, recreation and training
services to residents of Newark,
the city’s housing authority
wanted a facility where people
could gather, exercise and boost
skills in a rapidly transforming
digital-based economy.

The Training, Recreation, Edu-
cation Center is a community cen-
ter set between an industrial and
residential zone, boosting services
for a community that has long had
too few local options.

The building is structured as
two slipping triangles set side by
side. To stay within the $7-mil-
lion budget, the architectural
team created a design in which

half the building would be built
with inexpensive exterior cement
plaster and the other with a more
expensive aluminum and glass
curtain wall system. The design
was made to look cohesive by
adding an aluminum fin to the
mullion cap of the curtain wall
system, carried through to the
portion of the building covered
in cement plaster.
Recreational facilities are

housed within the solid portion

of the building, with educational

activity in the glass space.

In addition to a job training pro-
gram and community center, the
building features a fitness center,
kitchen and day care facility.
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